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Giltglll 2uan

Palm Springs, Calif.
January 21, 1959

My dear President:

The papers out here say that you have had a communication
from Ibn Saud. As I once had an unusual visit with him and
have made quite a study of him as an unususl, high loslem per-
sonage, I should like to tell you one or two things about him
that are not very well known, at least not in the western world.

He is the most important man who has appeared in arabia
since the time of kochammed, is severely orthodox, menages his
affairs, his life and his government, as nearly as possible as
Mohammed would have done. He came over the frontier of the
Nejd and seized his home state when he was only nineteen years
o0ld and has been adding to it from time to time until he is
now the supreme power of the peninsuls.

He has always been guided by the old desert doctrine of
Hilm, which Mohammed emphasized so much, of doing everything
possible, in the most affectionate menner, to reconcile his
enemies once he had conquered them. I have seen and known many
of his former enemies and have noted the great and definite
affection and loyalty they have for him. In speaking to him
once about that method of treating his former enemies and their
attitude toward him he said there was nothing in his whole life
that he was more careful atout than his efforts to reconcile
them and make them as happy as possible, ean entirely different
spirit than that dominating the Treaty of Versailles, Orthodox
Moslems could show European Christians how to make a real peace
if European Christians were capable of absorbing the lesson.

Certainly my week with Ibn Saud, when I had him entirely
to myselfl, seeing him three times a day, studying carefully
my questionnaire® between times, he responding in most.sympa-
theti¢ fashion, was my richest experlence. I wish there were
some way of passing it all over to you. ;e
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Affectionate greetings,

&
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ko

CHARLES R. CHANE

His lLxcellency
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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